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Get Inspired By The Designs Of …Kika Shibata, RIJI (Director’s Degree)
Kika was introduced to the art of flower arrangement at her early age of four in Kumamoto, Japan. She was inspired
by her mother, Mrs. Shoka Narimatsu. After moving to the United States, Kika continued studying under Mrs. Narimatsu
and worked as an assistant to her, Kika also
regularly went back to Japan and studied under
Ms. Kasumi Teshigahara.
With her hard studying, she received
her teacher’s certificate from the Sogetsu
School in 1964. In March 1989, she earned
the prestigious title of RIJI, the highest degree
offered by the Sogetsu School, she has been
assigned as the Deputy Director of the Sogetsu
San Jose-South Bay Branch by Headmaster
Hiroshi Teshigahara1990. With her outstanding
performance, she was appointed as the Sogetsu
West Coast Regional Director of North America
by Headmaster Hiroshi Teshigahara and Ms.
Kiri Teshigahara. She was also appointed as the
President of Ikebana Teachers Federation in 1997. In 2000, she was appointed as the Director of Sogetsu San Jose-South
Bay Branch.
She is strongly bounded with the Ikebana community as she serves as the Vice President of Ikebana Shoka-Kai, an
active member of Ikebana International San Francisco Chapter, Sacramento Chapter and San Diego Chapter. Addition
to annual Sogetsu San Jose-South Bay Branch Flower Show in November, she also has special Flower Show and
Demonstration for her students on the 1st weekend of December.
She also supports community by Exhibit Ikebana and Demo with her students in San Jose Japan Town, Campbell City,
Morgan Hill and San Francisco Japan Town.
Kika specializes in her unique line and color designs that enrich the living and working environments. Her clients
include banks, restaurants, hotels, wedding parties and other special events. Also ask to do Demonstration and Workshops
by organization’s special events and anniversary.
Kika is a master teaching teacher in Sogetsu School of Ikebana for 53 years.

Holiday Home Tour
By Gerry Yockey

I am looking forward to the Christmas tour this year! The homeowners are working so hard on their Christmas
homes. They want so much to let you see their decorations and hope you may get some ideas for your home.
I will be looking forward to seeing you sign up to be a docent at one of the homes.
In the -past, it was one of the things I did when I first joined the garden club. It was so much fun; I have done it
ever since. Meeting new people is always fun.
It is December the 11th and $25 dollars. It is also a fundraiser. Thank You.
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President’s Message
By Dan Yockey

Hello everyone.
I am happy to report that some of the events sponsored
by the garden Club are starting up again. Unfortunately, it was
necessary to cancel the Christmas Luncheon again this year. It
was in the abundance of caution and because of the uncertainty of
Covid restrictions and the unwillingness of a number of the table
setters to set their tables and have low participation. I am hoping
that when we have our November meeting that I will see more
members attending the meeting. Our first two meeting attendance
was exceptionally low. We normally have over two hundred
attendees and both were below 100.
I know that mask requirements have had an effect on
attendance. I spoke to the Church today and they are at this time
recommending masks per county guidelines. Hopefully this will change before the next meeting. If you do not
wear a mask, they will not ask you to leave but if you choose to not wear a mask that will be up to you.
Elections for retiring officers will be next year and at this time I am looking for a Vice President of
Communications. Responsibilities include Newsletter Editor and monitoring expenses for all communication
forms. If you are interested in this position, contact Mary Lou Rice or me.
Thank you for your patience and understanding in last minute changes in our programs.
I hope to see all of you at the next meeting.
Yours in Gardening.
Dan

Calendar of Upcoming Events
•

November 2 – Planters and Groomers, MGC Office 9:00 a.m.

•

November 6 – Out of Town Tour, Depart : Park & Ride in front of JC Penney @ 7:45 a.m. Ruth Bancroft
Gardens, Orchard Nursery Plus Alden Lane Nursery!

•

November 9 – Hackers and Whackers, Senior Center 9:00 a.m.

•

November 11 – MGCI General Meeting, Trinity United Presbyterian Church, 1600 Carver Road, Sign
in: 10 a.m.–11:20 a.m.; Learn and Grow: 10:30 – 11:15, Sandra Wilson, have you ever thought about
removing your lawn?; Meeting 11:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Kika Shibata, Designs and the Art of Ikebana

•

November 16 – Planters and Groomers, MGC Office 9:00 a.m.

•

November 18 – MGCI Board Meeting, MGC Office 9:00 a.m.

•

November 25 – Happy Thanksgiving

•

December 11 – Holiday Home Tour
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Another Scholarship Recipient Says Thanks

t’s always nice to get a blast from the past! Thank you for reaching out. I’m
happy to contribute, especially since the scholarship played a big part in
helping afford my education at UCLA. My time at UCLA helped me grow
into the woman I’ve become so far.
I graduated from UCLA a quarter early, in March 2019. I received a
bachelor’s degree in Economics with a minor in Environmental Science. I
worked 2-3 jobs at a time all four years of college. Two days after walking
the stage in June, I began working as a Leadership Development Program
Associate at a Fortune 500 company in El Segundo, CA. Going to college in
Los Angeles led me to fall in love with Southern California, so I’ve lived in
Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego counties since graduating. Despite the
distance, I always make time to go visit my family in the Central Valley.
After a few weeks into my new job, I sought-out and networked with
the Corporate Sustainability group at work--despite my day-to-day job
responsibilities not having anything to do with the team. I developed
relationships with two colleagues on the team who became mentors, and I
volunteered/worked on projects with them in my free time.
The COVID-19 pandemic allowed me to start working from home fulltime, which gave me additional free time. I got to spend more time on old
and new hobbies. I got really into my vegetable and herb garden and started
propagating my succulents! I also had more time to focus on myself, and what I
wanted in my career. I reached out to my mentors and was enabled to create
a list of what gaps in my skill set needed to be fulfilled in order to pivot to a
more technical, data-driven career in sustainability. In the end, I decided to apply to graduate school.
I’m happy to announce that I was selected for the European Union’s Erasmus Mundus fellowship in Green
Networking and Cloud Computing (GENIAL), with full funding! I will study in France, UK, and Sweden--and I fly out
this Sunday! In my master’s program
coursework, projects, and research,
I will work to address the theoretical
and practical aspects of Information
and Communication Technologies
Published 10 times a year, September-June,
(ICT) as an enabler and explore
by the Modesto Garden Club, Inc.
how the greening of ICT can fulfill
the policy objectives of the UN’s
President: Dan Yockey
Sustainable Development Goals.
Contributing Writers this month:
After completing the program, I will
Cheryl Koff, Mary Lou Rice, Nancy Robinson,
be awarded three Master of Science
Bev Schlegel, Judy Spencer, Dan Yockey, Gerry Yockey
degrees: Computer Science, Complex
Systems Engineering, and Sustainable
Copy/Text Editor: Mary Lou Rice
Computing. In continuing my career, I
newsletter@modestogardenclub.org
will aim to demonstrate that economic
growth, technological innovation, and
Advertisements, Fliers, Photos:
environmental concerns are not at odds
Mary Lou Rice (209) 869-3584; mlour@msn.com
with one another--and I hope to do
work that is meaningful.
Website: www.modestogardenclub.org
Thanks again Judy, and please
Email: email@modestogardenclub.org
don’t hesitate to contact me again at
this email if you need anything else.
Office: 622-14th Street, Modesto, CA. 95354-2505

Over the Garden Gate

Ph.209 529-7360
(Open Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-noon)

Best,
Brianna Swan
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Modesto Garden Club October Meeting

Top left, Edith puts the finishing touches on the
snack table; top right, Kate won the October door
prize; middle left, Paulette and Carla hand out
nametags; middle right, Lynn, Cheryl, Donna and
Janice at the workshop;below, left, Multimedia
group; right, Patté explains the out-of-town tours.
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Garden Club Crew
Replanting the
Downtown Pots
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Civic Affairs
By Dan Yockey

I believe Fall is finally here. The
leaves are starting to change color
and we even had a little rain last
night.
The downtown pots have all
been cleaned and are ready to plant
Fall and Spring flowers on Saturday
October 23. Thanks to all of you who
volunteered to help plant again this
year.
We have ordered plants for the K
street park project, and we will plant
them sometime in November. I will
call the volunteers who signed up
with the date later.
Have a wonderful Holiday
Season,
Dan

Happy Thanksgiving!

Docents Needed
It’s time to step up and be a
docent for the upcoming Holiday
Home Tour. If we all spend a short
time, no one has to spend a long
time; meeting and greeting the public.
It’s a little bit of payback for all the
wonderful things our garden club
does for us. Reach out in the Telle
Room and sign up at the November
Meeting.

New to You Table
Christmas is just around the
corner, so now is the time to get rid of
those in good condition but no longer
wanted ornaments and decorations.
Bring them to the November
Meeting and make someone else’s
Holiday more festive and cheerful.
At right, Sharon and Bob take the
“new-to-you table seriously. Look for
it at the November meeting!

Volunteers of the Month
Jean and Jill are October Volunteers of the Month (pictured above with
Garden Club President Dan Yockey).
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Modesto Garden Club
Out of Town Tour
The Menagerie Tours~
A diverse Collection of FUN
November 6th- Ruth Bancroft Gardens &
Orchard Nursery Plus Alden Lane Nursery!

We will start our morning off at the Bagel Street Café for
bagels, coffee and other goodies then off to Ruth Bancroft
The Legacy of Ruth Bancroft: “I never
Garden and Nursery . It features succulents, cacti and
met a plant too big or too mean for me.”
water wise plants on 2.5 acres. Next stop is Orchard
Nursery in Lafayette where we will shop plants, pots and be filled with ideas around every corner.
This is the kickoff for Christmas Décor here & everywhere we go! Our third stop is Alden Lane
Nursery in Livermore. Christmas in November fun, plus a great array of plants and their famous
magnificent oak trees! There could be a surprise…
Cost: $45.00 NO REFUNDS!!
Time: Leave at 7:45 a.m.
Departure Location: Park & Ride in front of JC Penney

November 13th- “Murder on the Orient
Express”, Sierra Repertory Theatre, Sonora

Come spend the day with us shopping the awesome, one-ofa-kind shops filled with Christmas and unusual things (like
the Rusty Rose). Or eating delicious food that you can only
find on Main Street, Sonora. We will end the day enjoying
theatre moments watching “Murder on the Orient Express”
at the quaint theatre in Sonora.
November 13th - “Murder on the Orient Express”
Cost: $64.00 NO REFUNDS!!
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Departure Location: Park & Ride in front of JC Penney
For more information, call Patté Williams at (209) 505-3526

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Name________________________________________Guest_________________________
Address

Phone

R.B. Garden

$45.00

Sierra Repertory

$64.00

Amount Paid_______________ NO REFUNDS!!

Make checks payable to: Modesto Garden Club
Send to: Patté Williams, c/o Modesto Garden Club, 622 14th Street, Modesto, CA 95354-2505
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Return Service Requested

622 14th Street
Modesto, CA 95354-2505

Fall is Here . . .
Can Winter Be
Far Behind?

Planters and Groomers
By Gerry Yockey

We planted today in the garden
at Modesto Garden Club pansies,
snapdragons an alyssum. White
pansies show up so well and they
will look great for the Spring
Garden Tour!
After working so hard in the
garden we were invited to Shirley
Stewart’s house for Lunch. Shirley
has such a creative backyard. Her
yard is small, but it doesn’t seem
small because of the way she put
it together! I want to thank Shirley
for having us over. The lunch
was great, and the company was
fabulous!
Thanks to the ladies for
working so hard to make the
yard so beautiful and for being a
volunteer! Thanks.......

